Dr John Richer
Consultant Clinical Psychologist,

PUBLICATIONS and PAPERS

Richer, J.M. and Nicholl, S. (1971) A playroom for autistic children and its companion
therapy project. Brit. J. Ment. Subnorm. 17, 132-143.

Richer, J.M. and Hutchins, V. (1973) Design for treatment. Health and social Services
Journal.

Richer, J.M. (1974) Direct Observation - a reply to Cooper et al. Bull. BPS. 27 500-502.

Richer, J.M. (1975) Two types of agreement - two types of psychology. Bull. BPS. 28. 342-
345. (Reprinted in Readings in psychology for the Teacher Child D. (ed) Holt,
Rinehart, and Winston, London 1977)

Hutt, C. Forrest S. and Richer J.M. (1975) Cardiax arrhythmia and behaviour in autistic
children. Acta Psychiat. Scand. 51 361-372.

Richer, J.M. and Richards, B. (1975) Reacting to autistic children - the danger of trying too
hard. Brit. J. Psychiat. 27 526-529.

Richer, J.M. (1975) Unwilling to relate. New Behaviour 98-101 (17th July)

Richer, J.M. (1976) Social avoidance in autistic children Animal Behaviour 24 8§98-906.

Richer, J.M. (1976) The Concept of Disease. British Journal of Psychiatry 128, 311

Richer, J.M. and Coss, R.G. (1976) Gaze aversion in autistic and normal children. Acta
Psychiat. Scand 53 193-210.

Richer, J. (1977). > “Psychological” theories - functions and confusions’. Bulletin of the
British Psychological Society, 30, 182.

Richer, J.M. (1978) The partial non communication of culture to autistic children. In Rutter,
M. and Schopler, E. (eds) Autism: reappraisal of concepts and treatment. Plenum
Press. New York. (paper previously presented in 1976 at autism conference, St.
Gallen, Switzerland)

Richer, J.M. (1979) Human ethology and mental handicap. In: James, F.C. and Snaith, R.P.
(eds) Psychiatric Illness and Mental Handicap Gaskell.

Richer, J.M. (1979) Human ethology and psychiatry. In: van Praag et al (eds) Handbook of
Biological Psychiatry Plenum press. New York.

Richer, J.M. (1979) Physical environments for autistic children - four case studies. In:
Canter, D. and Canter, S. (eds) Designing for therapeutic Environments. John Wiley,
Chichester.




Richer, J.M. (1980) Communication, non communication, culture and autism. In: Corson,
S.A. and Corson, E. (eds) Ethology and on verbal communication in mental health
Pergamon, Oxford.

Richer, J.M. (1983) The development of social avoidance in autistic children. In (eds)
Oliverio, A. and Zappella, M. The Behaviour of Human Infants Plenum Press New
York. (Previously presented in 1980 in Sienna Italy, to the First workshop of the
International School of Ethology on the Behaviour of Human Infants)

Gray, J.R. and Howarth, R., and Richer, J.M. (1987) Disruptive Behaviour in School. In J.A.
MacFarlane (Ed) Progress in Child Health Volume 3 Churchill Livingstone

Richer, J.M. (1988) Nutrition and Disturbed Behaviour. In F. Watts (ed) New Developments

in Clinical Psychology Volume 2. BPS Books

Richer, J.M. and Zappella, M. (1989) Holding Therapy. Newsletter of the Association of
Child Psychology and Psychiatry 11, 3-9.

Richer, J.M. and Zappella, M. (1989) Changing social behaviour - the place of holding.
Communication 23 35-41.

Richer, J.M. (1991) Changing autistic children's social behaviour - the place of holding.
(Verdanderung des Socialverhaltens bei autistischen Kindern - Der Stellenwert der
Haltetherapie) In Dokumentation 1. Internationaler Kongref3 >Festhalten< in
Regensberg. (1st International Congress on Holding Therapy. Regensburg)
Gesellschaft zur Forderung des Festhaltens. Stuttgart.

Richer, J.M. (1993) Avoidance behaviour, Autism, Attachment and Motivational Conflict.
Early Child Development and Care. 96, 7-18.

Richer, J.M. (1994) Commentary on Facilitated Communication, abuse and autism. Child
Abuse and Neglect. 18. 531-537.

Richer, J.M.(1998) Video Watching, Story telling and Children. Report commissioned by
the Disney Corporation.

Woolmore, A. and Richer, J.M. (2003) Detecting infant regression periods: weak signals in a
noisy environment. In Regression Periods in Human infancy ed Heiman M.
Erlbaum, New York

Richer J.M. (2005) Dirt is Good! Report commisioned by Unilever plc (translated into
several languages)

Jackson C, Richer J, JA Edge JA (2008) - Sibling psychological adjustment to type 1
diabetes mellitus. Pediatric diabetes, 4(1), 308-311

Richer, J.M. (2014) “Disordered” behaviour. Alternatives to DSM-5 from an ethological
perspective. Human Ethology Bulletin 29(2) 27-55


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1399-5448.2008.00385.x/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1399-5448.2008.00385.x/full

Richer, J.M. (2014) Ethology and “Mental Illness” in Evolutionary Science of Human
Behavior: An Interdisciplinary Approach. (Eds) P. LaFreniere and G Weisfeld

Richer, J.M. (2016). Mentalistic and scientific stories about human behavior, biomimetic
heuristics and psychology’s confusions. Human Ethology Bulletin, 31(4), 15-33.

Richer, J.M. et al (2017) Why Behaviour Observation? Human Ethology Bulletin Special
Issue -: 32, 3-5

Richer, JM (2017) Direct Observation: Impediments and approaches. Human Ethology
Bulletin 32(4): Special Issue - Why Behaviour Observation?: 6-14.

Richer, J.M. (2018) Securing Survival in Populist times. The Psychologist
https://thepsychologist.bps.org.uk/securing-survival-populist-times

Richer, J.M. (2019). Disorders or Ranges of Human Difference. Human Ethology, 34, 110-
114

Richer, J. (2020). Applying Ethology to current issues. Human Ethology, 35, 10-15.
Richer, J.M. (2020). A must-read for Human Ethologists. Human Ethology, 35, 27-31

Richer, J.M. (2020). PERCEPTUAL CONTROL THEORY: A PARADIGM SHIFT? Human
Ethology, 35, 79-90. https://doi.org/10.22330/he/35/079-090

Richer, J. (2020). Comparisons between Mainstream Social Psychology, “Examples”
Psychology and Ethology stimulated by Michael Billig’s book: More Examples, Less
Theory. Human Ethology, 35, 137-156. https://doi.org/10.22330/ he/35/137-156

Richer, J. (2021). Will Al create a new form of life? A discussion of issues raised by “Life
3.0: Being Human in the Age of Artificial Intelligence”. Human Ethology, 36, 07-19.
https://doi.org/10.22330/he/36/007-019

Richer, J. (2021). The Evolution of Consciousness - the Shortcomings of: The Ancient

Origins of Consciousness by Todd Feinberg and Jon Mallatt, and an Alternative
Approach. Human Ethology, 36, 27-35. https://doi.org/10.22330/he/ 36/027-035

Richer, J. (2021). The Threat of a Polluted Internet. Human Ethology, 36, 78-85.
https://doi.org/10.22330/he/36/078-085

Richer, J. (2021). Divided Twins, Dissociated Researchers. Human Ethology, 36, 138-142.
https://doi.org/10.22330/he/36/138-142

Richer J. (2026) Mens ex Machina The Psychologist
https://www.bps.org.uk/psychologist/mens-ex-machina

BOOKS

Gray, J.R. and Richer, J.M. (1988) Classroom Responses to Disruptive Behaviour
Macmillan, London.


https://thepsychologist.bps.org.uk/securing-survival-populist-times
https://doi.org/10.22330/he/35/079-090
https://doi.org/10.22330/he/36/007-019
https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=bps.org.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnBzLm9yZy51ay9wc3ljaG9sb2dpc3QvbWVucy1leC1tYWNoaW5h&i=NjFlZmU5ZDI0NzY0YzAwZjY5YTFjMDBi&t=b1FQM2lSRFA3L2Z6UjJMUzRGdmlOY3g1ZFB3MWtRak9VczlxK0dIbmNxRT0=&h=7f93db96291d4c1a90480c0986ec52a6&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYlskHfzZn8sntXixxh4duSMqHF0nAMzKDLvDlAVvNgIQ

Richer, J.M. (ed) (1994) Clinical Applications of Ethology and Attachment Theory ACPP
Occasional Paper, London

Richer, J.M. and Linsky, C. (1999) The State of Play in the UK. Debenhams Bright Futures
(also John Wiley, Chichester. - accepted for publication, but unfinished)

Richer, J.M. and Coates, S. (eds) (2001) Autism: The Search for Coherence. Jessica
Kingsley, London

SELECTION FROM MAJOR PRESENTATIONS

Richer, J.M. (1973) The effects of an autistic child's social behaviour on his learning and
development. BPS London conference.

Richer, J.M. (1974) The stereotyped behaviour of autistic children. 9th International study
group on child neurology and cerebral palsy. Oxford.

Richer, J.M. (1975) Onlookers, Agents, Agreements and Intersubjectivity. 3rd. Human
Ethology Conference, Sheffield.

Richer, J.M. (1977) Psychological theories - functions and confusions. BPS annual
conference.

Richer, J.M. (1980) Observation, Ethology and Marketing Research. ESOMAR Conference,

Vienna. Reprinted in "European Research" 1980.

Richer, J.M. (1984) Une Discussion sur "Des coordinations hereitaires aux roles" par J.C.
Rouchouse. In WHO Colloque "L'Apport de 1'ethologie en sante mentale et

psychiatrie" Paris.

Richer, J.M. (1986) Consciousness is in the Mind of the Ascriber. Paper presented at the 5th
International Human Ethology Conference, Tutzing, West Germany.

Richer, J.M. (1986) Ethology and Disturbed Human Behaviour. Paper presented to the First
European conference of Clinical Psychology, Canterbury, July.

Richer, J.M. (1986) An up to date view of the market. Paper presented to the Seminar;
Advertising and marketing to children and young people. London June.

Richer, J.M. (1987) Language delay in children with Timidity and Obsessionality. Paper
presented to the First International AFASIC conference, Reading.

Richer, J.M. (1987) The Treatment of Children with Autism. Paper presented to the Child
and Adolescent Section of the Royal College of Psychiatrists. Oxford.

Richer, J.M. (1987) Ethology and Disturbed Behaviour in Children. Paper presented to the
BPS London Conference, Symposium on Ethological contributions to Psychology.

Richer, J.M. (1988) The Tinbergens' work on autism. BAAS 150th meeting, Oxford.



Richer, J.M. (1989) Changing autistic children's social behaviour - the place of holding. 1st
International Congress on Holding Therapy. Regensburg, West Germany, November.

Richer, J.M. (1990) The value of motivational conflict in the classification and treatment of
children's disturbed behaviour. 12th ITACAPAP Congress, Kyoto, Japan. July.

Richer, J.M. (1992) Children's Disturbed Behaviour: Motivational Conflict, Classification
and Treatment. Read at the Conference of the International Society for Human
Ethology, Amsterdam July 1992.

Richer, J.M. (1992) Insecurity, Frustration, Fear Motivation and the Re-classification of
Disturbed Behaviour. Read at the ACPP Conference in York September 1992

Richer, J.M. (1992) Avoidance Behaviour Attachment and Motivational Conflict. Read at
the Conference of the World Association for Infant Psychiatry and Allied Disciplines,

Chicago, September 1992.

Richer, J.M. (1992) Autistic children's social behaviour and its treatment. Invited paper.
University of Haifa, Israel. November.

Richer, J.M. (1993) Holding therapy. Day seminar. Swedish Holding Therapy Group.
Malmd, Sweden. January.

Richer, J.M. (1993) Developing Maturity: from Hunter-Gatherers to Nintendo Barbies.
Paper read at Marketing Week Conference on Advertising and Marketing to Children

1993. April.

Richer, J.M. (1993) Nutrition and Behaviour. Conference on Eating Disorders Oxford. July

Richer, J.M. (1993) Onlookers, Agents, Agreements, Evolution, Consciousness and
Intersubjectivity. Conference on "Etologia e Conoscenza" (Ethology and
Knowledge) Siena, Italy.

Richer, J.M. (1993) The therapeutic value of parents holding children through distress.
IACAPAP/WAIMH/ISAP International conference, Uruguay.

Richer, J.M. (1993) The re-classification of disturbed behaviour in childhood.
IACAPAP/WAIMH/ISAP International conference, Uruguay.

Richer, J.M. (1993) Autism. Symposium presented at the IACAPAP/WAIMH/ISAP
International conference, Uruguay.

Richer, J.M. (1994) The development of avoidant behaviour. Ronnie MacKeith Memorial
Symposium, Stoke Mandeville Hospital, Aylesbury.

Richer, J.M. (1994) Clinical Applications of Ethology and Attachment Theory, Introductions
and examples: In Symposium: 'Clinical Applications of Ethology and Attachment
Theory' convened by J.Richer. 13th International Congress IACAPAP. San
Francisco.




Richer. J.M. (1996) The early detection and treatment of autistic continuum behaviour in
Oxfordshire. Paper presented at the Sth Congress of Autism Europe, Barcelona

Richer. J.M. (1996) Autism Inside and Out. Paper presented at the 13th Congress of the
International Society for the Study of Human Ethology, Vienna.

Richer, J.M. (1996) The Status and Evolution of Consciousness. British Psychological
Society Annual Conference. Brighton. April.

Richer, J.M. (1997) Autistic children. Four Winds Congress. Kochi, Japan, November.

Richer. J.M. (1998) Attachment, Autism and Holding in Mind. Paper presented at the 14th
Congress of the International Society for the Study of Human Ethology, Vancouver.

Richer, J.M. (1998) Informed by the distant past and near future: the biology and psychology
of children’s development between 5 and 12. Paper presented to the conference
"Small but perfectly informed" London. October 15th.

Richer, J.M. (1998) Psychosocial problems in UK children and Adolescents: 1.Time Trends
and Possible Causes (50 years and 100,000+ years perspectives), 2 Interventions to
help the Family. NAYD Forum on Youth, Kyoto, Japan, November

Richer, J.M. (2000) Children's Play: biological and family perspectives. Paper presented at
the ACPP annual conference "All to Play for" Birmingham.

Richer, J.M. (2000) The Clinical Applications of Attachment Theory. ACPP meeting
Oxford 22nd September

Richer J.M. (2001) Towards the Integration of Self and Other in Autistic Children:the Place
of Physical Interventions. Autism Unravelled Conference. London

Richer J.M. (2001) Towards the integration of Self and Other in Autism Oxford Brookes
University Seminar

Richer J.M. (2001) Towards the Integration of Self and Other in Autistic Children. Autism
Congress Siena Italy

Richer J.M. (2002) Autistic Spectrum Disorders.Bedfordhsire autistic society seminar

Richer J.M. (2002) Autistic Spectrum Disorders Play Therapy annual conference York

Richer. J.M. (2002) Measuring Autism. Autism Unravelled Conference. London

Richer. J.M. (2002) The Rise of Psychosocial Problems in UK Children and Adolescents,
Attachment and Mismatch. ISHE World Congress Montreal August

Richer. J.M. (2003) ASD and dimensions of Human Difference Autism Unravelled
Conference. London




Richer J.M. (2003) All types are good: MBTI and education European School UK seminar

Richer J.M. (2003) Autism: diagnostic issues and early detection. Berksire Autistic Society
conference

Richer J.M. (2003) Autistic Spectrum Disorders. European Schools Seminar, Brussels

Richer. J.M. (2004) Regression periods, maternal depression and the development of
insecure attachment. WAIMH World Congress, Melbourne January

Richer. J.M. (2004) Autism: Intervention and Rehabilitation. WAIMH World Congress,
Melbourne January

Richer. J.M. (2004) The Rise of Psychosocial Problems in UK Children and Adolescents,
Attachment and Mismatch HBES Berlin July

Richer.J.M. (2005) Autism and stress. Autism training conference. Oxford

Richer.J.M. (2005) “Dirt is Good” lectures in Madrid, Lisbon, Dublin, Paris, Amsterdam,
Sao Paolo, Buenos Aires, Santiago.

Richer. J.M. (2006) Regression periods, Maternal Depression and the development of
insecure attachment. ISHE Biennial conference Detroit

Richer. J.M. (2006) Why diagnosing psychological problems needs to be rethought. ISHE
Biennial conference Detroit

Richer. J.M. (2008) Early mismatch, later maladaptation in children. ISHE Biennial
Conference Bologna

Richer. J.M. (2009) Diagnosis: help or Hindrance? ISHE Summer school, Maine

Richer.J.M. (2010) Psychological and Ethological Assessment of Babies and Toddlers (with
special reference to autism and ADHD) ARICD conference, London

Richer. J.M. (2010) Diagnose the behaviour not the child. BPS Faculty of children and
young people annual conference Warwick.

Appearance in several TV and radio programmes, including as anchor clinician on “Children
Behaving Badly” Maverick films for Channel 4



