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Effective January 1, 1984, our new editor is Robert M., Adams,
Department of Psychology, 145 Cammack Building, Eastern
Kentucky University, Richmond, KY #0475, Bob has instigated
the following policy: submitted materials for publication in
HEN, of more than half page or so, be of suitable quality for
photocopying. Standard typeface styles are encouraged.

DIRECTORY

This is the second listing of our membership, complete with
names, addresses, phone numbers and research interests; the
first accompanied the December 1982 issue of HEN. If our
information regarding your status is incorrect, please send
Bob Adams the most recent data so he can update the files for
the next publication of the directory.

POOR SHOWING

- - - - - - - -

Only two members responded to the Forum Question regarding a
formal structure of officers for ISHE: one in favor, one
opposed., More active participation of our membership is
essential if ISHE is to survive, Passive acceptance of the
work of a few leads to nonrepresentation and inevitable
disinterest and disintegration.

- - o o -

ELECTION m

- - - ——

The ballot for ISHE Executive Board members is appended.
Please mail by January 31, 1984,
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suppose. Shorn of their often rhetorical style, and of their
predilection for denouncing stereotypically extreme views
which no competent sociobiologist would actually espouse, they
do highlight effectively most of the dangers which must be
guarded against in human sociobiological research.

Steven Rose has edited the proceedings of the Dialectics
of Biology Group's 1980 conference in Eressanone, Italy. Both
volumes deal with issues much broader than just the status of
sociobiology; and both are predominantly critical, attacking
varjous facets of the 'hard-nosed biological reductionism'
which the contributors find right across the spectrum of
biological specialisms. Much of the discussion is pitched at
the level of philosophies of science or the sociology of
knowledge, seeking to uncover positivists, reductionist,
determinist, and mechanist assumptions in many theoretical
fields - and often finding in them reflections of the socio-
pelitical contexts within which theories emerged. Attempts at
detailed refutation of the actual premises or 1logic of
specifie parts of sociobiological theory are actually rare;
and in any case they lose most of their force once one
concedes that natural selection operating upon random genetic
mutations is only a part of the evolutionary story, that the
genome is only a parfial determinant of developmental
processes, and so on, Surely no sociobiologists are unaware
of the various over~simplifications embodied within the
population genetic and evolutionary models so far available.
This does not necessarily mean that the inferences derived
f'rom them are hopelessly wrong. These volumes will disappoint
those readers who hope to find rigorous demonstrations of
serious flaws in sociobiology’s most fundamental empirical
predictions,

The critics of reductionist biology are surely right to
stress the inadequacy of its existing theories in accounting
for many of the complexities of phylogenetic and ontogenetic
processes, But the apparent promise of providing more
powerful, non-reductionist models is, not surprisingly, far
from being fulfilled. It is easy and appropriate to insist
that higher levels of organization within material systems
generate emergent properties, not predictable simply from
knowledge of their constituent elements. It is important to
emphasize that the transition from fertilized egg to mature
organism involves numerous causal factors, including
structural constraints and internal feedbacks as well as
external stimulation. Even in simple organisms the notion of
the genome a3 the ultimate controller of and comprehensive
“blueprint' for phenotypic traits is misleading. And in human
beings we cannot expect our genes to play more than a limited
and indirect causal role in predisposing and constraining the
acquisition of traits of a psychological kind, that depend
also upon the exercise of conscious intelligence, on
intersubjective communication, and on socio-political systems,

It is in fact the ethologist, Patrick Bateson, who is

more sympathetic to sociobiology as a project than are any
other contributors to Rose's volumes, who reminds us of
Schneirla's insistence upon the meaninglessness of
dichotomizing ‘nature' and ‘nurture,' and thus of seeing their
influences as simply additive. He also stresses the
functional nature of properly sociobiological theories, which
means that for many purposes there is no need to attempt to
pry apart biological and social aspects of the direct
causation of behaviour, Indeed some other authors are
decidedly uneasy about the tendency of anthropologists like
Sahlins to insist upon the causal autonomy of human cultural
processes, since from a thoroughly wmaterialist,
interactionist, or ‘*dialectical' perspective the biological
and social can never be entirely disconnected. Beneath all
the sound and fury of these two books I find much to agree
with, and very little that seriously threatens my own view of
the significant but podest role that sociobiology can expect
to play in explaining human behaviour. I find it perplexing
that scientists, even Marxist ones, should so readily condemn
an emerging discipline because its first publicists make
grandiose claims or develop a rather dangerous shorthand
language (such as “selfish genes' and *genes for altruismt).
I see no reason why sociobiologists should not welcome the
revisions to their theories which a more dialectical biology
might eventually bring about, The implacable opposition we
face from the critics is itself hard to explain except in
terms of ideology. Constructive dialogue seems to be
precluded by their readiness to interpret any talk of limits
to human plasticity as support for reactionary politics. .

In this respect Barker's book is more explicit, and its
misconceptions are correspondingly clearer. As a political
philosopher he devotes much of his text to a useful, if
depressing, documentation of the resurgence of a newly
sophisticated racism within British politics, superceding the
pragmatic toleration of multi-racial society during two
decades of relative affluence. Barker finds the roots of this
new racism in the conservative philosophy of David Hume, and
his insistence that reason is ‘the slave of the passions,'
Instead of the crudely chauvinistic postulate of the innate
inferiority of alien peoples, there is a stress upon the
limits of human sympathy, on our strong attachment to kith and
kin, to cultural traditions, and to territory. From Enoch
Powell's suggestion that immigrants will dilute our cultural
identity and values, and should be returned to their countries
of origin, through to Margaret Thatcher's celebration of the
family unit, self~help, “free' competition, and other
'Victorian values,' the emphasis is upon “instinct' and
‘tribalism' as the foundation of a healthy society., For all
its incoherence and contradiction on matters of detail, this
strident social philosophy can claim some kind of intellectual
pedigree in support of its patriotic, xenophobicec,
nationalistic ideology. And Barker easily demonstrates how
the new racists draw explicitly upon popular accounts of
ethology and sociobiology which, with a little further
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Beeghley, L. (1983). Spencer's theory of kinship evolution

s behaviours with those of our primate relatives; one drawback and the status of women: Some neglected considerations.

is the book's rather loose structural organization. but of
. most interest to me was his extended discussion of the Socjolorjeal Perspectives, 22, 299-322.

political status of sociobiology. As a one-time refugee from Charlesowrth, W.R. & La Freniere, P (1983). Dominance
- .R. 5 5 .

mﬁmzms. he :mu no sympathy for those who throw labels like friendship and resource utilizatjon in preschool children’s

racist' and “fascist' at sociobiologists, or themselves seek - hol o 4, 175-186

to stifle controversial debate. He finds it absurd, and far g ps. Ethology and Jociobiology, 1, .

from the spirit of Marx's and Engels's work, that sections of

the political left will not countenance constraints upon the n:mwm”wuwmmmmw. WUMM-N.M.”MM_MV:»A..WAMNNWW..Mmmwmmow:m effects during

plasticity of our natures for which our shared human genotype, 5, 349-562 - Behavioral Assessment

or individual genetic differences, are responsible. And while U ¢

noting the appeal of vulgarized sociobiology to conservatives,

and the dangers of couching theories in the terminology of muwwscaﬂﬂm_..owmmwwmmwwmw...Mwn__no.m_.wsﬂﬂmxomomwmmaudumom.wv.om—.—:w om..wwow”

capitalist economics, he shores up my own doubts about any children's proprietary and sharing behaviors

ideological contamination within the core theories themselves. of 1 1 143, 79-86 . ZIhe Journal

As he says, however it is described or whatever forms it may Abnorpal Psvchology, ’ *

take, axuwo:mnwo: LR E R e LR LRt LLLLE TR UL Fisch, H.U., Frey, S. & Hirsbrunner, H.P. (1983). Analyzing

capitalist socleties. nonverbal behavior in depression. Jourpal of Abnormal

The residual fault which Breuer finds is what he calls Bsychology, 92, 307-318.

the ‘atmosphere' of most sociobiological writing. Partly no .

doubt from ignorance and naivety, partly from fascination with Hayduk, L.A. (1983). 12.m%m_.._mpmmwww%mm. Where we now stand.

a new viewpoint, there is a tendency to talk as if the partial bsychological Bulletin, ' °

view of the person that sociobiology can offer were the whole Masters, R.D. (1983). The biological nature of the state

s R.D. 5 .

story. It thereby tacitly demeans our view of ourselves by,

as yet, neglecting the multiplicity of our motives - and World Politics, 35, 161-193.

seeming to devalue our altruism and subjective freedom and .
rationality. In my view this fault is one we can hope to :m.wo.....mmﬂm. o_hm_.cu. mﬂ.wwwwvwa .—.m.om:u.wcwwmum Mﬂo”cn_.wsnn«n. u__.._o_mm_u_ m:n_
remedy without discarding any important elements in the basic D N mh.mn.mk.m in € u__ Ehh.mnh.m.

theories. Perhaps sociobiology can acquire a new positive image.
) Olivier, G. & Devigne, G. (1983). Biology and social

S S Toossees structure, Jourpal of Biosocial Science, 4, 379-398. .
Footnote 1 - This reviewerts conviction is that .
sociobiological analyses can, when seen against the background m:mmwh_%muoﬂ.mﬂ. wowwwmﬂuwﬂw_m L.H. u_ﬁemwu._ m.mo_.o_»ww_ m_ m_muom. .-mm_‘l_
of hierarchical social systems, lend support to radical 186 y P - kEtho '
critiques of liberal/conservative ideologies (see e.g. my ’
article on “The social evolution of morality,' H.E.N. 3(3):30- .
33). I would be glad to hear from others :..mm_.wmwmn_ in this qswﬂnwwwuwoﬂ_mwm “.am._.ww_%uﬂsmssaww. z.t..@bm._wwwv. Lt w....w%..wmnsbas

kind of investigation.

udar, U., Steiner, T.J. & Grant, E.C. (1983). Kinematics of
movements accompanying speech during conversation. Humap

RECENT LITERATUR
| S E i Movement Science, 2, 35-46.
Books
Readers are invited to send literature that they would like
Alcock, J. (1983). Animal behavior: Apn evolutioparvy approach
included in RECENT LITERATURE to the editor. G..n.mn.v. Sunderland: Sinauer Associates, Inc.

Argicles Bateson, P. (Ed.) (1983). Mate Choice. New York: Cambridge

Altner, G. (1982). Social Darwinism and sociobiology: Univ. Press.
Contacts, connections, differences. Homo, 33, 161-167.
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INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HUMAN ETHOLOGY

Membership and Hewsletter

The ISHE was formed with the goal of promoting ethological
perspectives in the study of humans. It encourages empirical
research that addresses the questions of individual
development, environmental, ecological and social processes
which elicit and support certain behavior patterns, the
function and significance of behavior, and comparative and
evolutionary problems. The Society maintains an elected
executive board and a number of committees, publishes a
quarterly newsletter, collates an annual selection of human
ethology abstracts, and meets annually in conjunction with the

Animal Behavior Society, the International Primateological
Society or another major society.

Hame

R R R R R R A R R R R

Address

e B M T NS ABIERIASP PTG AR E AR ACASARANREOLNERNARSSIRRANP RSN

"hone

@eeampscsssssancsncsa

Flease 1list your field of work and research interests,
diseiplines, ete. below (e.g., psychologist, socialization):
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€A e RN 00 e Ictsio renssneneasaressneagstsconncrnarnsonsy
St st st esEestesas AR s e T REASRESTSRESBARARI NIRRT

IR R R R R RN R RN R RN RN RN I

LIBRARY RECOMMENDATION
FRON

R P AT aes 0NN RECARsRORNRARIRSAREBRNRldsPIRANISsREROECTEIRS

liame

AP PRI R AP NORANECANEANENAERANIASI RIS TNl LISERSITT NN

Department

Please cenclose US $10.00 (students $5.00) for 1983 individual
membership or US $20.00 for library membership and one-year
subscription to the quarterly HUMAN ETHOLOGY NEWSLETTER
payable to:

(checks must be drawn on U.S. or Canadlan banks; otherwise
send currency)

International Society for Human Ethology
Robert K. Adams, Ph.D.

Dept. of Psychology

1485 Cammack Building

Eastern Kentucky University

Richmond, KY 30375
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