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Mail Problems

All of the overseas subscribers will receive two copies of H.E.N. Nos. 7 and 8. Quite
unkpown to us our mailroom had decided to send the newsletter by boat. Thanks to a
few who wrote to us this problem has been corrected and 7 and 8 were re-mailed by air.
Please pass the extra copy on to someone else who might be intexested. Because of the
delay, papers for the England meeting will still be accepted, but send abstracts

of papers, suggestions for discussion groups, etc. to Robert Marvin as quickly as
possible,

Other Feetiugé

At the back of this issue are the list of papers from: (1) the Society for Research
on Child Development held in Denver, and (2) the forthcoming human ethology papers
to be given at the Animal Behavior Society meeting in Wilmington, North Carolina,
22-26 HMay.

It should perhaps be noted in these sets of papers that ages other than infants and
pre-schoolers, and methodologies other than just naturalistic observations, are
beginning to be employed. If we are to pursue evolutionarily oriented questions
about our species--in its full complexity--then this shift in emphasis would appear
to be a "ealthy one.

Courses in Human Ethology

A number of people have written saying that they were going to offer a course in

Human Ethology and wondered if appropriate reading lists were available. If you have
develcped such a list we would appreclate your sending it to us. From these lists we
will attempt to compile both an undergraduate and graduate basic reading list. It
would help if the list were annotated so that an inmstructor could select those that
seem most appropriate. Lists in languages other than English should also be submitted.
aS a start in that direction William Charlesworth produced a onme page list. This is
available from Donald Omark. If you live in the U.S. please include a stamp.

Information '‘zeded

Dr. Usher Fleilsing (together with Robin Fox) is writing a review of human ethology
for the 1976 Annual Review of Anthropology. He requests that unpublished material and
matsrial not listed in the Human Ethology Roster (H.E.N. #6) be sent to him at:
Department of Anthropology, University of Calgary, 2920 24th Ave. N.W., Calgary,
Alberta, CAMADA, T2N 1N4.

Hembership in the Animal Behavior Soclety

Since the North American Human Ethology meetings are being held co-jointly with the
ABS some of you might be interested in joining ABS. For information write to Dr. Nancy
M. Jessop, United States Internationmal University, San Diego, Califormia. $17.50
entitles a member to receive Animal Behaviour (which accepts human ethological
articles).



Journals

Social Science Information has, until recently, had an 'Animal and Human Ethology'
section. In an attempt to reach a larger audience this section has been re-named.

An edited version of their rew editorial policy and where papers may be submitted
follows. It should be noted (per communication from Roger Hasters) that this section
can become an independent journal if it becomes large enough. Semiotica apparently
got its start this way. Herewith a call for papers.

Editorial Statement

Throughout the social sciences, it is increasingly recognized that human social behavior
and organization reflect the integration of processes, information, and explanatory
variables at different levels of complexity. Since all living beings, including Homo
sapiens, can be analyzed at the level of the species or gene pool, the social group

or local population, and the individual organism as a complex system, the study of
human social life can only be isolated from biological research at the risk of over-
simplification. When simplistic reductionism is avoided, introduction of biological
findings and approaches into the social sciences has already begun to provide valuable
new insights in a wide variety of disciplines.

In recognition of the growing importance of co-disciplinary studies in the biological
and social sciences, the "Animal and Humar Ethology" section of Social Science Informa-
tion is being expanded and renamed. To reflect more accurately the Section's objec-
tive of presenting articles in which current biological research is carefully integrated
into the study of human behavior, its title has been changed to "Biology and Social
Life."

While the Section will continue to meet the needs of social scientists for a better
understanding of modern ethology, its nethodology, and its relevance to human social
processes, 'Biology and Social Life” will welcume papers dealing with other aspects
relating the biological to the social sciences. Particular emphasis will be placed

on articles treating theoretical problems or research findings on the borderline of

biology and such fields as social psychology, sociology, political science, anthropology
and economics.

The "Biology and Social Life" Section actively seeks articles of a sound scholarly
nature which represent a positive contribution to the emerging concerm for relatinpg
the life sciences to all levels of human behavior. GHanuscripts should be submitted
(two copies) to the Chairman or any other member of the Editorial Board. Although
the languages of publication of Social Scizsnce Information are English and French,
manuscripts in German may be submitted to Professor von Cranach or Prof. van Hooff.
Communications concerning manuscripts accepted for publication, subscriptioms, etc.
may be directed to the Editorial Assistant, illle., Anne Balandier (Maison des Sciences
de 1'Homme, 54 Blvd. Raspail, 75006 - Paris, France).
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Loan Library

Owen Aldis, Behavioral Science Research Fund, P.0. Box 1081, Menlo Park, California
94025, is interested in contacting research workers who have films or video tapes on
human aggression and is interested in setting up a loan library for such films.

Further Comments on Human Ethology

By M.R.A. Chance, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom.

The behavioural sciences came into existence as a result of historical accident

and not logical requirements, otherwise ethology would have been the first, not the
last discipline to emerge, because observation and description is what is needed
before analysis. Ethology is the observation of unrestrained behaviour or, where
this is not possible, behaviour isolated as far as possible in a known way from its
natural setting.(Chance & Jolly). This leads to the description of the behaviour
by whatever framework of units or measures is theoretically justifiable.

Description of the behaviour requires the use of correct language. Then only does
descriptive accuracy become possible, the object of which, in the first instance,

should be the delineation of behaviour structure, since only then are we appraised

of what exists and what may then be analysable. A knowledge of structure must

precede analysis in causal or functional terms (Kummer). Hence, logically it is
biologically based, i.e., it is concerned i.itially with species in their natural
enviromment. Like any other part of biology, the theory of evolution is the theoretical
background. This is a heuristic aid but not a universal explanation.

If this is ethology, what is human ethology? Well, here at once one needs to recognise
that, as Maslow wrote "We have not yet fully defined the nature of the human species”,
and that to do this, man needs to describe himself in a biological framework. Human
ethology is therefore a fundamental part of the disciplines required for founding our
understanding of man in biology and is concerned with a definition of individual

and group behaviour and with the nature of individual personality, as we can be
informed about curselves from direct observation and logical inference from our
primate nature and ancestry. Hence, man's position among the primates needs

definition by ethology, and is part of human ethology. Especially important is a
recognition that man's evolution is taking place, provided from the start it is



clear that man and jndividuisl men - -ke drcisions whick changz the environment within
which they and many othors live, atc maa is therefors qualitatively unique in that

he constructs the environment, to vhich he then adapts, Huch of his adaptive capacity
comes from the use hs makes of futelligence. With +he advance of knowledge comes

the possibility from time to time of intcrfering with his rature at any level of his
existence. Ethology is, however, primarily not roncarnad with interference procedures,
either for the purposes of irvestigation o1r producing changes in man's nature.
Hevertheless, we are part of the corpus of munkind, some of whom advocate and practice
these things. We therefore shovld promoie men's understanding of himself by pointing
out the value of self-knowledgz to the erharcement of the anagenesis of behaviour, and
in this way actively promote an attitude to man's self-evolution.
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By Glyn Collis, University of Strathclyde, United Kingdom

Of the various opinions on 'what is humen ethology?' Gran: seems to me to get
closest to the crux of the matter., Ethologv is the study of behaviour from a
biclogical perspective, but 'biclogicali' beyond the somevhat misleading sense
that it is often used in psychology where "ophiysinlogical’ would be more important.
Applied to the human species the foursome of causation, function, ontogeny and
phylogeny provides an elegant sfuriiary of the ave2s of interest. The causation/
function distineticon is of mujor imdortance and still bears repetition, The
adaptive value of behavisur has hean rishtly emnhssized but we must beware the
uncritical acceptance of ton 2asy povt hoec kypcthesac of adaptive value. Barkow's
point about the integrazion cof the biolorizal ond culivral is well taken. Even if
the cultural or biologiczl dichotcmy czn be avoidad, we still have to steer clear
of the 'x% biological, yi cultvzei’ blind alley, Finally, for me, an ethological
perspective impliss a reluctznece “¢ censidar behaviour as an index of something

as distipct from being the obs2:vable part of a 7r-cess.

Editors' comments: A primary rezson Zcr roauesting couments about human ethology

is to discover the range of opiainns vhich cich a "field' migho encompass. The
ultimate purpose being the esrablisnment of & jousasl which would permit communication
between those intaerestac ir the £leld. While ther2 ara numerous researchers interested
in any particular human age range (e.g., mother-iafanc interactions, attachment
behavior, peer group ianteraccionz, cte.) the fact that one is interested in humans,

as a species and from &n evolutieonury perspeccive, shifts one's research questions
avay from the rather sicsle paradigms pursuerd in most of the current disciplines

(e.g.. psycholecgy, sociology, linguistics, anthropology) into a much more complex
arena.

a
<

As we see it human ethology over-rides most, if not all, of these disciplines and
forces us to ask some vary complax questions. The phylogeny of our species has to
be considered, vhile still examining the imagival and real systems (religion,
superstitions, kinchip, respouses to cultural artifacts) and communicatory -
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processes (language) that we know our species possesses. In nc ouule are w2 tryisz
to be chauvenistic for our species, but neither do we feel that humin ethslogistsz
have really come to grips with our species’ complexities. Whal w2 wonld now ilike
to see in the Newsletter are some other possible models for the conceptualization
of behavior than the typical Stimulus-Response or Cause-Eifect mndel so extant in
the literature. Tinbergen (1963) and Grant (H.E.N. #§) suggrst other models and
Collis's last sentence provides an approach to such a possible model, or models.
We have our own ideas sbout how to analyze behavior but we would be intevestad in
how you conceptualize behavior. As a way to further this dzbate miy we reccmmend
Tinbergen's Hobel Prize address (Science, 5 July 1974}, thes re.ponses to it
(Science, 2 May 1975) and an article by Joseph Rychlak ('What kind of scientific
revolution is called for in Psychology?’, address: Depariment of Psychological
Sciences, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana 47507, Usa). [}ll responses
are subject to editorial shorteningJ



