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“Truth in science can be defined as the working hypothesis best suited to open the way to the next
better one”
Konrad Lorenz

“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge”
Albert Einstein

Human ethology is an area of unarguable importance within studies of evolutionary
perspectives of human behaviour, cognition, emotion, and motivation. Unlike other, similar
fields, placing a ‘Tinbergian’ perspective at the centre of our discipline ensures that we
pursue a deep (i.e., multi-layered) understanding of human behaviour, and the influence of
Lorenz ensures that we go to great lengths to watch behaviour occur in its natural
environment. Taking into account both proximal and ultimate causes, human ethology is a
science, relying on the methods of induction and observation (Tinbergen, 1963). The heart
of a human ethologist is truly that of a curious naturalist.
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Whilst our near neighbours, human behavioural ecology and evolutionary psychology,
continue to grow (Brinkman, 2011; Webster, 2007), driven by the availability of textbooks,
public familiarity with the name ‘evolutionary psychology’, easier and more convenient
methodologies such as surveys, and a glut of available supervisors, they tend to focus on a
relatively small group of topics such as life history trade-offs, mate choice, and parasite
resistance (see Table 1, Owens, 2006). In contrast, the remit of human ethology remains all
of the human mind and behaviour.

The quotation attributed to Lorenz at the start of this Editorial brings to mind the
dynamic nature of science. In our search for knowledge and understanding we must be open
to alternative approaches, but at the same time, rely on sound methodology such as that used
in classical ethology. The second quotation highlights the need to inspire future scholars to
see the way that our discipline can contribute to the quest for scientific knowledge. We must
continue to promote the principles of our field with our students and colleagues.

Our goal with this special issue was to showcase the work of students in human ethology.
This special issue highlights cutting-edge research by the next generation of human
ethologists. Some of the papers have been written by undergraduate students, and others by
teams of graduate students. This range in educational attainment shows that individuals,
once trained in basic ethology, can become human ethologists producing important and
novel insights into the human mind and behaviour.
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